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February 2015 

Morning Star Academy News 

Dates to Note: 

 

• Feb 4 - 2 Hour Late 

Start– Teacher In-

Service - NO a.m. kin-

dergarten or a.m. pre-

school 

• Feb 16 - No School, 

Presidents’ Day 

• Feb 20 - Trivia Night, 

Doors open at 5:30 

• Feb 26 & 27 - No 

School - Parent/Teacher 

Conferences 

 

 

Headmaster Notes - Alumni Surveys 
In December’s newsletter I talked about the difficulty of measuring our success as educa-
tors. I likened the educational task to farming; we (parents, teachers, administration, and 
staff) do our best to set the right conditions but we cannot actually make students grow 
much less transform them into Christ’s likeness (just as the farmer cannot make crops 
grow). The growth is God’s doing, and God typically works on his people quietly over a 
long span.  
 

The difficulty of measuring our progress is compounded by the fact that we only have 
students for thirteen to fifteen years at most. We believe the seeds we plant usually will 
not even begin to blossom until students reach adulthood. In other words, the fruits of 
our labor do not always show until after our students leave.  
 

For these reasons, the MSA faculty and staff took encouragement from the responses of 
our recently conducted alumni surveys.  MSA graduated its first class in 2008 and current-
ly has between sixty and seventy graduates. We received feedback from 62 percent of our 
grads, which is a fairly strong response rate.    
 

The results indicate that our students deeply value the spiritual emphasis of MSA’s educa-
tion. Students believe their education helped them grow in their relationship with Jesus 
(Q1; rating of 4.49 out of 5) and students felt spiritually prepared for life after high school 
(Q3; rating of 4.30 out of 5). One student says Morning Star Academy “prepared me for 
the tough questions others would ask. MSA did an excellent job of portraying other cul-
tures and religions, which gave me the resources to not only defend my own faith but 
have a basic knowledge about beliefs different than my own.” In the words of another 
student, Morning Star fosters the ability to think critically about the student’s faith. The 
student continues, “By exploring multiple worldviews, I was able to see why only Christi-
anity can provide a rationale for the existence of good/evil, logic, truth, and beauty.” 
 

Another highlight of the surveys was the general preparedness students felt for college 
(Q8; rating of 4.46 out of 5). Students also appreciated Morning Star Academy’s classical 
Christian approach to education (Q7; rating of 4.54 out of 5). One students says, “I felt 
that Morning Star Academy prepared me in the realm of logic and public speaking. While 
fellow peers struggled to form cohesive arguments in papers, speeches, and formal de-
bates, my education at Morning Star prepared me to engage opposing opinions using rea-
son, research, and grace.”  
 

Of course, there are always areas where we can improve, but the overall feedback we re-
ceived from our graduates was encouraging. This education is an investment in the lives of 
students and the fruits of a Morning Star education only begin to surface while students 
are here.  
 
Grace and peace,  
Casey 
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Get Your Pictures In The Yearbook 
The yearbook staff invites students and parents to submit photos for the yearbook. If you've got great photos of 
school and community events or you and your friends just having fun, we'd like to see them. Our photographers 
can't be everywhere. Help us get as many photos as possible to create a terrific book everyone will want to have. 
 

Here is how you can submit photos online: 
   • Go to: https://images.schoolannualonline.com/login 
   • If it does not automatically log you into the site, enter username: 401854452 
   • Browse to select the photo(s) you wish to upload. 
   • Enter information about the photo and provide contact information in case the staff needs additional  
     information. 
   • Click "Save Details". 
 

It's that easy! Submit your photos today! The last day to submit photos is 05/15/2015. 
 

Thank you, and enjoy the rest of the school year! If you have questions please contact Jessica Chaon 
(kohawks97@yahoo.com) or Sarah Shutt (sshutt78@gmail.com) 
 

Sincerely, 
Yearbook Adviser and the 2015 Yearbook Staff 
 

The Yearbook Staff will review all photos and determine final yearbook content. We cannot guarantee that all submissions can be 
used in the book. 

Houston Baptist University Dual Credit  
Tuesday, February 3 from 6.30-7.30pm (in the MSA cafeteria), we will hear from Cate MacDonald on the 
partnership we've created with Houston Baptist University (HBU). Cate MacDonald is the Director of The Acad-
emy at HBU. She holds a Mastet of Arts in Spiritual Formation and Soul Care, and was educated at The Torrey 
Honors Institute at Biola University. She hosts a podcast called The City. She also writes for MereOrtho-
doxy.com.  
  
Under this partnership with HBU, our rhetoric students will have opportunity to receive college credits for some 
of their classes. HBU recognizes the value and rigor of classical Christian education and have been partnering 
with classical Christian schools across the country to provide college credits to classical Christian students. Cate 
will be talking about both this partnership and the value of classical Christian education. Please plan to attend! 
Also, if you know of anyone interested in MSA, I encourage you to invite them to attend. This will be a great op-
portunity for current families and prospective families to hear about the power of the classical Christian model. 
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Senior Class Sponsored Events 
Babysitting at Morning Star - February 14 from 5-9 pm. 
 

Share Your Love! 
The senior class is excited to offer Valentine’s Day Messages again this year.  These are always a fun surprise to give 
students, and your purchase will help support the senior class this year as they raise money for their senior trip to 
San Diego, CA.  The messages will be delivered on Friday, February 13.  The following items are available: 

♥ Carnation: $2 

♥ Mylar helium balloon: $5 

♥ Dynamite Rolo $3      Gold Fish Bowl  $2      Chocolate Kiss Mice $1       Super Hero Pop $1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Valentine Messages will be on sale from February 2-11.  You may purchase them in the morning between 8:10 and 
8:25 outside the school office, or you can simply fill out the form that is sent home with your child and turn it into 
the school office, along with your payment.  Checks should be made out to MSA. 
 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 
 
Thank you so much for your support of our Senior class of 2015.  We really appreciate it! 
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      Valentine’s Day Class Parties 
On Friday,  February 13,  grammar school students may dress up for their Valentine parties, if they wish, 
or wear their uniforms.  Logic and rhetoric students won’t have parties but may wear dress code clothes 
or dress-up Valentine’s clothes. It is not a dress down day.  Please remember to dress neatly and modestly. 

 

Pizza Ranch Fundraiser-March 30 
You are invited to a PIZZA RANCH Tip Night to benefit the class of 2016.  This event 
will be held on Monday, March 30, at Pizza Ranch, 880 Lincoln Road, Bettendorf.  The 
junior class will receive all the tips from the evening and 10% of sales between 5 - 9 
p.m.    Come out and support the class of 2016.   



PAGE 4 MO R N IN G STAR  AC AD EMY  N EWS 

Registration Process 
We began accepting registrations for the 2015-2016 school year from current families and new families the first 
day back from Christmas vacation.   

 

Current families will have first priority through February 28 (Note: This is earlier than in previous years.).  After 
February 28, current families will no longer have priority over new families; they will have equal opportunity.  To 
save a spot for your child before we start processing new families, you must pay your registration fee ($50 pre-
school; $150 K-12) by February 28.  This fee is non-refundable. 

 

Keep in mind that many families request morning kindergarten and morning preschool sections.  We reserve the 
right to consider factors other than the date of registration, in assigning students to sections.  After considering all 
factors, we will inform you of your child’s section, either am or pm, no later than April 30.   Also, please under-
stand that there may be siblings of current families who choose to enroll in preschool or kindergarten for the 
coming school year who aren’t currently in pre-3 or pre-4.  So, for example, there may be current families who 
desire the am pre-4 class for next year who did not enroll this year in pre-3. 

  

You will automatically be re-enrolled through FACTS with the same payment plan you chose for the 2014-2015 
school year.  If you would like to change the payment plan or method of paying, let Trish Sorensen or Erin De-
Vore know at the time you pay your registration.  We must receive notification of this change by Tuesday, April 7, 
2015, otherwise everything will remain the same.  

PTP News and Upcoming Events 
In–Service - February 4, the PTP will be treating the staff and teachers to breakfast during their in-service. If you 
would like to contribute, please e-mail Krystin Salazar at krystin.salazar@gmail.com. 
 
Wishing Tree - This month’s theme is Love.   There will be a tree at the front door with the staff’s wishes.  More 
details to follow.  “Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love” 1 John 4:8 
 

MSA Trivia Night and Silent Auction- February 20, 5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. Bettendorf Christian Church.  
Doors Open at 5:30 p.m. and Trivia starts at 6 p.m. Drinks and snacks available for purchase.  We are unable to 
provide babysitting for this event so please plan accordingly.   
 

Registration is $15 per person or $120 per table of 8 person team - registration forms available under Resource 
Documents in RenWeb. Registration forms are also available on the bulletin board right when you walk into the 
school.  For more information email msaptp@outlook.com 
 

Some of the exciting items to look for at the Silent Auction include Cardinal and River Bandits tickets, Bed and 
Breakfast at The Desoto House in Galena, and many others!! 
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    Second Quarter Honor Roll 

      High Honor Roll      Honor Roll   
                                   3.9 - 4.0 GPA    3.75 - 3.89 GPA 

Gr. Student 

01 Elise Allmond 

01 Sidney Bicknese 

01 Addison Choate 

01 Evelyn Eggleston 

01 Ty Flockhart 

01 Cayden Green 

01 Violet Jewell 

01 Jay Klemish 

01 Jacob Lawton 

01 Selah Lorentzen 

01 Brogdon Lundgren 

01 Sophie Marshall 

01 Chiara Paul 

01 Onique Peters 

01 Gabriel Rohde 

01 Aiden Salazar 

02 Connor Brooks 

02 Claire Largent 

02 Elizabeth Lawton 

02 Lucy Marshall 

02 Katelyn Jacob 

03 Abigail Beintema 

03 Elizabeth Eggleston 

03 Rebekah Hartsuch 

03 Eli Hughes 

03 Madelyn Lee 

03 Noah Shook 

03 Natalie Weyrick 

04 Luke Bohonek 

Gr. Student 

04 Sarah Brewer 

04 Rebecca Dixon 

04 Norah Giza 

04 Ella Hansen 

04 Sydney Klemish 

04 Maddy Murphy 

05 Hannah Beintema 

05 Kara Hughes 

05 Holly Dalman 

05 Carolyn Raymon 

05 Caleb Schroeder 

05 Samuel Schroeder 

05 Alana Kruse 

05 Noah Mack 

05 Camryn Woods 

06 Lauren McIntosh 

06 Riley Bicknese 

07 Breanna VerMeer 

07 Rachel Rossi 

07 Sarah Schroeder 

08 Will McIntosh 

08 Hope Weyrick 

09 Jaclyn Norton 

09 Steven Teague 

11 Nathanael Seaberg 

11 Erika Parks 

12 Samuel Cooper 

12 Jacob Norton 

12 Rachel Tubbs 

Gr. Student 

01 Anna Miller 

02 Cora Shutt 

02 Javen Dean 

02 Ethan Mathes 

02 Carson Bohonek 

03 Karli Sowards 

03 Allison Amman 

04 Paige Johnson 

04 Mark Brooks 

04 Steel Anderson 

05 Kayla Carlson 

06 Connor Bennett 

06 Faith Littig 

06 Eliana Parks 

06 Lauren Ellingson 

06 Adia Giza 

06 Joshua Schmeichel 

06 Landon Allmond 

07 Madison Wilson 

07 Kadin Kruse 

08 Chloe Davis 

11 Rebecca Turnquist 

12 Lindle Tully 


